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B E S T  O F From tattoos to tapas, salsa to sex, the

News & Review compiles an annual September issue

that brings readers (with results of a readers’ poll

and editors’ choices) the apex, five-star places, 

people and things in Sacramento.

P O O R  A M E R I C A For this special issue, the News

& Review led a national effort in the spring of 1997

among 90 weeklies across the country to talk about

welfare reform and the grinding poverty that makes

up reality for tens of millions of Americans. 

S U M M E R  G U I D E  &  W I N T E R  G U I D E News &

Review seasonal guides tell readers everything they

ever wanted to know about how to accomplish fun in

all temperatures.

F R E E  S P E E C H  I S S U E Our November 1994 issue

marked the culmination of a five-month censorship

battle the News & Review was engaged in with a right-

wing group called the American Family Association. 

I S  T H I S  A  L E T H A L  W E A P O N ? Steven Wallen

didn’t respond to two El Dorado County Sheriff’s

deputies who told him to get off of his motorcycle.

They claim he resisted arrest and threatened them

with a lethal weapon, so they had to shoot him.

Wallen is dead, and his family wants to know: When

did handcuffs become a lethal weapon?

D I S O R D E R  I N  T H E  C O U R T Most people didn’t

realize that California’s Proposition 21 would allow

district attorneys to drag mentally disabled

teenagers into adult court. Cosmo Garvin took an 

up-close look at the case of an autistic teenager with

the mental capacity of an 8-year-old who was tried

for attempted murder as an adult under the get-

tough-on-juvenile-crime law.

A  D O W N  M A R K E T The Washington Market is one

of the few businesses operating in North Oak Park—

unless you count the street-level drug dealers. A

2002 story by reporter Chrisanne Beckner profiles 

the struggling neighborhood for which this small 

business serves as a social hub.

W H AT ' S  U P  C H U C K ? This award-winning 1996

investigation by reporter Nick Budnick asked the

question: "Is big insurance pulling California Insurance

Commissioner Chuck Quackenbush's strings?" The

article—and a resulting First Amendment battle we

waged against the target of the investigation—goes

down in News & Review history.

H E A R T  O F  T H E  ( G R AY )  M AT T E R When

journalist Joel Davis was diagnosed with

Parkinson’s disease, he had no idea how much it

would alter his life. It slowed him down physically

and inhibited his ability to follow the stories he

covered. But the biggest surprise of all was under-

going brain surgery—while conscious—in an

attempt to slow or stop the progress of the dis-

ease. His award-winning 2004 first-person account

of the surgery took readers on a tour of life with a

debilitating disease. 

B R E A K I N G  AWAY As part of an Independent

Media Institute project organized in 2002 by 

News & Review CEO Jeff von Kaenel, more than 

30 weeklies nationwide addressed the issue 

of priests who leave the Catholic Church 

because they can no longer live with its celibacy

requirements. Melinda Welsh’s cover story 

examined the lives—and the unique contributions

to Sacramento—of three of these men.

S A M M I E S  M U S I C  AWA R D S  Launched in 

the winter of 1992, the Sacramento Music

Awards were designed to showcase the best and

brightest in local music talent. Along with stories

and profiles, the annual issue includes a readers’

vote for best bands and musicians. 

R I V E R  O F  R E T U R N This back-to-life story

explored the return of natural habitats along the

Cosumnes River after ecologists broke down the

levees that had threatened to tame Northern

California’s last "wild river." The fact that the

Cosumnes had never been completely dammed,

wrote Cosmo Garvin, "has given the little river a leg up

as ecologists attempt to restore it to something

approaching its natural pristine

state."

S K AT E B O A R D I N G  I S  N O T  
A  S P O R T Becca Costello’s story

of the underground world of skate-

boarding—not a “sport,” they say—won a 2005

sports writing award. The irony is not lost on read-

ers: How can something that takes skill, balance,

nerve and style not be a sport? Costello found that

skateboarding was every bit as much about lifestyle

and attitude as it was about physical prowess.
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