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Overview 
 
 
Education Code 48926 
 
As required by AB 922 (Chapter 974, Statutes of 1995; E.C. 48926), the County Superintendent, 
in conjunction with district superintendents, developed a plan for providing education services to 
all expelled students in the county. The plan was adopted by the governing board of each school 
district and the County Board of Education. The plan was subsequently submitted to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction by the deadline of June 30, 1997. 
 
In addition, E.C. 48916.1 requires that “at the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the 
governing board will refer each expelled student to an appropriate educational placement for the 
period of the expulsion.”  The educational placement will be determined on an individual basis 
by the school district’s governing board based on: 
 

• Seriousness of offense 
• Available educational alternatives 
• Other related factors 

 
In accordance with Education Code Section 48926, each County Office of Education operating 
county community schools under Education Code Section 1980, in conjunction with the 
superintendents of the school districts within the county, shall develop a plan for providing 
educational services to all expelled students in Sacramento County.  The plan shall be adopted 
by the governing board of each school district within Sacramento County and by the County 
Board of Education. 
 
AB 922 requires the County Superintendent, in conjunction with district superintendents, to 
submit a triennial update to the plan to the Superintendent of Public Instruction on June 30th 
thereafter.  This plan reflects the 2018 update. 
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Educational Alternatives Provided by Local School 
 Districts in Sacramento County 

 
The 13 school districts located within Sacramento County offer a variety of educational options for 
expelled students and high-risk students, including those students with identified disabilities, 
depending on the specific offense and Education Code violation, including but not limited to: 
 

1. Suspended expulsion with placement on the same school campus; 
 
2. Suspended expulsion with placement on a different school campus within the local 

district; 
 
3. Suspended expulsion with placement in a district contracted independent study program, 

if the parent declines the offered school placement and agrees to such a program, and/or 
placement in alternative educational placements such as a district operated or authorized 
charter school;  

 
4. Expulsion with referral to a District Community Day school program; or, 

 
5. Expulsion with referral to the Sacramento County Office of Education Community School 

program. 
 
 
Educational Options for Expelled Youth by District 
School Districts operate Community Day Schools and other Alternative Programs as listed 
below: 
 

District Alternative Programs Description 
Arcohe Union School District 
 

• Refer to Charter Schools 
• Contract for services with Sacramento COE 
• 1 Independent Study Program 

Center Unified School 
District 
 

• Refers to SCOE Community School 
• 1 Continuation Program (9-12) 
• 1 Opportunity Program (7-9) 
• 1 Charter School (6-12) 

Elk Grove Unified School 
District 
 

• Refers to SCOE Community School 
• 1 Independent Study Program (K-12 & Sp. Ed Services) 
• 3 Continuation Programs 
• 1 Charter School 

Folsom Cordova Unified 
School District 

• Refers to SCOE Community School  
• Refers to Charter Schools 
• 2 Continuation Programs 
• 2 Independent Study Programs (Elementary and High 

School) 



 
 
 

Sacramento County Office of Education  
Educational Services for Expelled Students   Page 6 
 
 

• 1 Adolescent Parent Program 
Galt Elementary Union 
School District 

• Contract for services with Sacramento COE 
• 1 Independent Study Program  

Galt Joint Union High School 
District 

• 1 Continuation School 
• 1 Independent Study Program 

Natomas Unified School 
District 

• Refers to SCOE Community School 
• Refers to Charter School 
• 1 Independent Study Program 
• 1 Community School (7-12) 

River Delta Unified School 
District 

• 1 Community Day School (7-12) 
• 1 Independent Study Program 

Robla School District • Referrals to Charter Schools 
• Contract for Student Services from nearby School Districts 
• 1 Independent Study Program  

Sacramento City Unified 
School District 

• Refers to SCOE Community School  
• Academy Opportunity Program (9-10) 
• Accelerated Academy Credit Recovery Program (11-12) 
• Success Academy Opportunity Program (4-8) 
• 1 Continuation School 
• 1 Independent Study Program 

San Juan Unified School 
District 

• Refers to SCOE Community School 
• 1 Independent Study Program  
• 1 Continuation Education (High School) 
• 1 Home Schooling Program (K-8) 

Twin Rivers Unified School 
District 

• Refers to SCOE Community School 
• 2 Continuation Schools  
• 6 Charter Schools  
• 1 Independent Study Program   
• 1 Community Day School (7-9) 
• 1 Community Day School (K-6) 

 

Sacramento County Office 
of Education’s Alternative 
Educational Opportunity 

Programs 

• Hickey Jr./Sr. High School 
• North Area Community School 
• Gerber Jr./Sr. High School 
• Natomas area Promise program 
• Galt area Drop Back In program 
• El Centro Jr./Sr. High School 
• Leo A. Palmiter Jr./Sr. High School 
• Senior Extension Program 
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The 2015 Countywide Plan for Identifying and Outlining Gaps  
And Strategies in Educational Services to Expelled Students 

 
The AB 922 Countywide Task Force committee met to discuss current issues affecting expelled 
students. The following gaps and strategies were identified.  It is important to note that the 
responses provided might not pertain to each district and are a compilation of the total 
responses.  Confirmation that many of the previous identified Gaps and Strategies are still 
relevant and applicable.   
 
Gap:    
With the high volume of students moving through the Court and Community Schools, and with 
the recognition of a strong motivational tool to engage students through the lens of viewing credit 
accumulation on their transcript, the efficient sharing of transcripts between organizations is vital 
in maximizing student credit accumulation.   
Strategy: 
Exploration of a MOU to allow read only access for identified individuals to be able to obtain 
current transcript from both the local school district and the Sacramento County Office of 
Education. 
Were the strategies successful? 
Although the strategy was not obtained, SCOE has in place a team to collect all student 
transcripts, garner all prior credits obtained and build one comprehensive and complete 
transcript for students.  The success of complete transcripts has been very successful. 
 
Gap:   
Transportation to school may not be available to expelled students due to Sacramento County’s 
large geographic area.  Regional program sites serve a number of surrounding districts, and 
district transportation may not be available to these sites.  Expelled students may not be eligible 
to receive transportation services. 
Strategy: 
Information can be shared with parents and students about access to public transportation.  
Discount rates can be negotiated with Public Transportation providers for students. 
Were the strategies successful? 
Yes, students may obtain monthly or daily bus passes at no cost. 
 
Gap:   
A student who has been expelled from a district under E.C. 48915 and referred to the 
Sacramento County Community School program could commit another violation of E.C. 48915. 
Strategy: 
If the expelled student commits another violation of E.C. 48915 while enrolled in the SCOE 
Community School Program, the student will be placed in another Community School program 
or be placed in the Independent Study Program (with parental/student consent) operated by the 
Sacramento County Office of Education or referred to the County Probation Department for 
appropriate intervention. 
Were the strategies successful? Yes, SCOE administration collaborates together to move 
students when needed under E.C. 48915  
 



 
 
 

Sacramento County Office of Education  
Educational Services for Expelled Students   Page 8 
 
 

Gap:    
Students in elementary grades who are expelled may not have the same educational options 
available as do expelled youth in secondary grades.    
Strategy: 
If districts within Sacramento County have sufficient numbers of elementary students expelled, 
the Sacramento County Superintendent of Schools may establish an elementary community 
school program. 
Independent Study programs may be offered with placement contingent on parent/student 
consent. 
Were the strategies successful?  
This remains a successful strategy. The strategy was not implemented because no need or 
circumstances arose to trigger its use since the 2015 plan was issued.  

 
 

Strategies for Improvement 2018-2021 
 
Continued collaboration with the AB 922 group in quarterly meetings to discuss: 
 
• Behavior intervention practices at both site and district levels with a focus on options to: 

o Minimize the number of suspensions leading to expulsions 
o Minimize the number of expulsions being ordered 
o Support students returning from expulsions 
 

• Specific explanation of how those practices relate to any disproportionate representation of 
minority students in such interventions. 
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Educational Services Provided to Expelled Students with Exceptional Needs 
 
Consistent with law, a student with exceptional needs may be expelled (EC 48915.5) and 
referred by the district's I.E.P. Team for placement in a County Community School program, 
provided that: 
 

• The requirements as stipulated in EC 48915.5 have been met. 
 

• The referring school district shall schedule an I.E.P. Team meeting and invite 
representatives of the Sacramento County Office of Education Special Education 
Department to serve as a member of the I.E.P. to review and determine: 

 
• The educational needs of the students based upon a current student assessment; 

 
• Determine appropriate educational goals and objectives; 

 
• Identify the services and resources to meet the needs of the exceptional student; 

 
• Identify an appropriate placement for the student in the least restrictive environment; 

 
• If the I.E.P. Team, including the parent, and student when appropriate, determines that a 

County Community School program is an appropriate educational placement, the school 
district shall ensure that all necessary and specified educational services are: 

 
o Either provided directly by district staff; or 

 
o Provided to the student on a contractual service basis through the Sacramento 

County Office of Education with appropriate reimbursement to SCOE for services 
provided; 

 
o Those specified services, whether provided directly by the district staff or provided 

by SCOE on a contractual basis, shall be written onto the I.E.P. and shall be 
binding to all parties. 

 
• The district and SCOE shall jointly be responsible to ensure that requirements for service, 

assessment, timelines and due process items are met as established in both Federal and 
State Law. 

 
• The referral and intake process of a student to the Sacramento County Community 

School Program will include a review of the referral informational packet and/or direct 
contact with the referring district.  If it is determined that the student being referred 
previously received special education services at the district level, an Intake Meeting shall 
be convened and held at the respective County Community School program site. 

  
The referring school district representative and its Special Education Department representative 
shall be invited to attend and participate in the Intake Meeting to identify the educational needs 



 
 
 

Sacramento County Office of Education  
Educational Services for Expelled Students   Page 10 
 
 

of the student.  The outcome of the meeting will determine if the County Community Schools 
program is an appropriate educational program for the student.   
 
If the outcome of the Intake Meeting recommends that the County Community School Program 
is an appropriate educational program without the need for special education support services, 
an enrollment date for the student shall be finalized.  However, if it is determined that the student 
may require on-going special education services to benefit from an appropriate placement in the 
Sacramento County Community Schools Program, the process outlined in Section IV (A) shall 
be followed. 
 

 
 

Students Who Fail to Meet Their Rehabilitation Plan 
 
The following options have been identified for a student who has failed to meet the terms and 
conditions of their rehabilitation plan or pose a danger to other district pupil as outlined in the 
individual expulsion packet.  Not all of these options and alternative settings will meet the needs 
of each district. 
 

• Placement in a different SCOE Community School.  
• Possible referral to SCOE Independent Study Program. 
• Student remains in their current alternative placement. 

 
When it has been mutually determined by SCOE and the school district that the SCOE 
Community Schools program may not be an appropriate educational placement for a student, 
the district shall be responsible for identifying and providing for an alternative educational 
placement pursuant to AB 922. 
 
 
 
 

Countywide Plan for Regional Perspective 
 
The AB 922 Countywide Task Force will continue to meet on a quarterly basis to ensure the 
proper coordination between districts and the County Office of Education.  This committee will 
explore various ways the County Office of Education and local districts can better serve students.  
The County Office of Education will continue to be supportive if assistance is needed by an 
individual district. 
 
Each quarter, district personnel are invited to visit the community school programs to meet with 
their students and monitor students’ progress towards meeting the terms of their rehabilitation 
plans.  These meetings are arranged and facilitated by SCOE staff. 
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Appendix 
 
 
Education Code 48916.1 
 
(a) At the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board of the school district shall 
ensure that an educational program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order 
for the period of the expulsion, but only to the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose in 
the annual Budget Act or other legislation, or both. 
 
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any educational program provided pursuant to 
subdivision (a) may be operated by the school district, the County Superintendent of Schools, 
or a consortium of districts or in joint agreement with the County Superintendent of Schools. 
 
(c) Any educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not be situated within or 
on the grounds of the school from which the pupil was expelled. 
 
(d) If the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order was expelled from any of kindergarten or 
grades 1 to 6, inclusive, the educational program provided pursuant to subdivision (b) shall not 
be combined or merged with educational programs offered to pupils in any of grades 7 to 12, 
inclusive. The district or county program is the only program required to be provided to expelled 
pupils as determined by the governing board of the school district.  
 
(e) If the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order was expelled from any of grades 7 to 12, 
inclusive, the school district or the County Superintendent of Schools may offer the pupil who is 
subject to the expulsion order independent study in order to satisfy the requirement of 
subdivision (a).In order to offer IAE to a pupil who is subject to an expulsion order and in addition 
to any other requirements set forth in Article 5.5 (commencing with Section 51745) of Chapter 5 
of Part 28 for independent study, the parent or guardian of the pupil and the pupil shall provide 
the written consent for placement in IAE. A school district or the County Superintendent of 
Schools shall notify the expelled pupil of the option of classroom instruction pursuant to 
paragraph (7) of subdivision (c) of Section 51747.11  
 
(f) Each school district shall maintain data for reporting to the State Department of Education 
pertaining to: 

 
• The number of pupils recommended for expulsion. 
• The grounds for each recommended expulsion. 
• Whether the pupil was subsequently expelled. 
• Whether the expulsion order was suspended. 
• The type of referral made after the expulsion. 

 
 
 
 


