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Background On The 
Williams Settlement


Sacramento County Office of Education

District Training

July 16, 2008
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The History


  May 2000:  ACLU and other public interest 

advocates filed lawsuit against the State of 
California



   August 2004: Settlement reached with 
Governor Schwarzenegger



   September 2004:Governor signed 5 bills to 
implement settlement



   2005: Four “clean-up” bills revising Williams 
statutes



   2005-2007: Five additional bills passed, 
multiple regulations adopted
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Williams Settlement


 Built on existing process and procedures 

•  County Superintendent’s examination of 

schools in the county and enforcement of 
the course of study and use of adopted 
instructional materials


•  Uniform Complaint Procedure

•  Commission on Teacher Credentialing 

reporting of credentialing and 
misassignments
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Williams Requirements  
Annual Reviews – Deciles 1-3



 Site Reviews of Schools in Deciles 1-3 :


  sufficiency of standards-aligned instructional materials 
consistent with the content and cycle of the curriculum 
frameworks (Ed Code sec. 60422 and 5 CCR 9531(b))

  Pupils shall be provided with standards-aligned textbooks or basic 

instructional materials by the beginning of the first school term that 
commences no later than 24 months after those materials were 
adopted by the State Board of Education


  condition of facilities 

  Accuracy of specific information in School 
Accountability Report Cards (SARCS)
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Procedures for Textbook and 
Facilities Review 
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Williams Classroom Visitation 
Requirements


  25% of schools visited in a district are unannounced.  

  Classrooms are randomly selected. 

  25% of K-8 classrooms are visited at each grade level. 

  20% of all possible sections of courses in grades 7-12 
are visited. All required subject areas will be visited. 

  Must visit specially designated classrooms such as 
special education and bilingual or sheltered 
classrooms.  



4 

7


Instructional Materials



   Adopted by local governing boards 


   “The governing board of every school 
district shall enforce in its schools the 
COURSE OF STUDY and the USE of 
textbooks and other instructional 
materials prescribed and adopted by the 
proper authority.” (Ed.C. 51050)
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Course of Study



  Grades 1 to 6 (Ed.C. 51210)

– English/language arts

– Mathematics

– Social science

– Science
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Course of Study  
Grades 7 to 12



  English/language arts


  Social sciences


  Foreign language 


  Science


  Mathematics
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Basic Protocol of an 
Announced School Site Visit


Prior to Announced School Visit 
•  Principal is contacted by textbook review Team Leader to schedule 

arrival time 

•  Textbook review Team Leader will contact District Williams Coordinator 

to inform them of the arrival time 

Pre-Meeting 
•  Textbook review Team Leader will provide an overview of the scope of 

the visit, introduce review personnel and answer any questions 

•  Textbook review Team Leader will inform the principal which 

classrooms will be visited 

Exit Interview 

•  Textbook review Team Leader will debrief the textbook review 
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Basic Protocol of an 
Unannounced School Site Visit


Prior to Unannounced School Visit 
•  The textbook review Team Leader will contact the District Williams 
Coordinator as they arrive at the school to inform them of the unannounced 
visit  

•  The textbook review Team Leader will enter the office and inform the 
school staff the Williams review team will be arriving short to conduct an 
unannounced visit and ask to speak to the Principal 

• The remainder of the visit will follow the protocol for an announced school 
visit 
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Basic Protocol of a Classroom Visit 


There is more than 
one possible route to 
take to reach the 
same destination  
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SCOE Reviews



   Insufficiencies in the sample classrooms will 
trigger a review of all other classrooms in 
that grade or subject



   Exit Interview Form will provide school 
principals and district coordinators with the 
information they need to correct deficiencies 
and avoid a 5-day insufficiency letter



   Site visit findings are reported via letter and 
web-postings to the SCOE web site at 
SCOE.net. 


20


Please Insert screen shot of Williams red light /green light website  using North Sac


20 



11 

21


UCP Quarterly Reports



   Report to your local governing board and 
submit to SCOE online (last bullet under 
“SCOE forms” on SCOE Williams page)



  Quarterly end dates for 2008-09:

–  First report due on or about October 1, 2008

–  Second report due on or about January 2, 

2009

–  Third report due on or about April 1, 2009

–  Final report due on or about July 1, 2009
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Teacher Misassignments & 
Vacancies



   Before Williams, these reviews were done 
every four years at the district level



  Williams required that Deciles 1 to 3 schools 
have a special annual review



  Williams schools that have no 
misassignments or vacancy findings for two 
years return to the four year review cycle—
2005-06 is the first year 
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Previous Williams Reviews in 
Sacramento County



   Spring 2005:  26 schools in 8 districts were found 
insufficient



   Fall 2005:  An improvement from Spring 2005 with 
only 13 schools in 5 districts found to have 
insufficient instructional materials 



   Fall 2006:  Only one school in one district was found 
to have insufficient instructional materials



   Fall 2007:  6 schools were found to have insufficient 
instructional materials and have been corrected



   Spring 2005:  One site with emergency facility needs


   Fall 2005 and Fall 2006:  No sites were identified as 

having emergency facility needs


   Fall 2007:  No sites were identified as having 

emergency facility needs
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Where to Get More 
Information



   Sherry Arnold, Project Specialist II –

    (916) 228-2479 or sarnold@scoe.net – and 

SCOE content and curriculum staff


   SCOE web site at www.scoe.net contains 

letters to district superintendents and 
coordinators, as well as PowerPoint 
presentations such as today’s presentation



   CCSESA - http://www.ccsesa.org/index/
WilliamsTrainingMaterials.cfm



   CDE -http://www.cde.ca.gov/eo/ce/wc/
index.asp 


