
OLD SACRAMENTO 
SCHOOLHOUSE MUSEUM

Front and L Streets, Sacramento

November 2009

To:		  Fourth Grade Teachers

From:		  Diana Vizzard and Suzanne Hicklin
		  Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum

Subject: 	 2010 Annual Essay Contest
		  A Day in School in 1875

The Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum, located at 1200 Front Street, Old Sacramento, is pleased 
to invite you and your students to participate in the 26th annual essay contest for fourth graders in 
California’s public and private schools.  The Schoolhouse is proud of this competition, which has 
been awarding prizes to students from as many as twenty area school districts since 1984.  The 
popularity of this competition speaks for its value.  Each year we expect more entries from more 
school districts from both GATE and Regular fourth grade students.  We look forward to presenting 
awards to talented students and devoted teachers.  Prizes include cash awards, certificates and more.  

This contest meets the criteria for the narrative portion of the STAR testing program.  The deadline 
to submit essays is March 19, 2010.  Awards will be presented at a ceremony on April 22.
 
Enclosed you will find:

• 	 The rules and criteria for judging / judging roster
• 	 A master “slate” form that must be used by the students
• 	 The official entry form that must be completed for all school winners
• 	 A copy of Travis Whitaker’s winning essay—for use as an example

Your questions can be answered by contacting a Schoolhouse coordinator at 916-923-9308 or 
916-483-8818 or e-mail: info@oldschoolhouse.org.  

All essays must be sent to: Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum, 
c/o Suzanne Hicklin, 5325 Ridgefield Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608



Rules and Criteria for Judging / Judging Roster Sample

RULES AND CRITERIA FOR JUDGING
Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Fourth Grade Essay Contest 2010





Winner Entry Form 

 

Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum Essay Contest 

2010 School Winner Entry Form 

• This entry form must be attached to each school winner entry. 

• This form should be the only identifier on the essay. 

Regular_______ GATE_______ 

Student’s name________________________________________________________________ 

Title of essay__________________________________________________________________ 

Number of words _____________ 

Student’s address (optional):      Street____________________________________________ 

City_______________________________________________ Zip_________________ 

Student’s phone number (_____) ______________________ 

Teacher’s name________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s e-mail address________________________________________________________ 

School name___________________________________________________________________ 

School phone number (_____)________________________ 

School address:           Street______________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________________________ Zip_________________ 

School district name____________________________________________________________ 

 Teacher signature______________________________________  Date_________________ 

 For parent/guardian: I understand that my child’s essay has been selected for entry in 
the 2010 Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum Essay Contest.  I give my approval for 
his/her essay to be reproduced in Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum print and 
online educational materials.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

    Parent/guardian signature       Date 
 



Winning Essay • 1996 • Travis Whitaker

Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum




